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Almost disjoint families are combinatorial objects that have proven to be relevant
in set theory and other areas of mathematics, such as general topology, functional
analysis, and forcing theory. In this talk, we focus on the cardinal invariants of the
Boolean algebra P(w)/Za, where Z4 denotes the ideal generated by a maximal almost
disjoint (MAD) family .A. We present various ZFC results involving classical cardinal
invariants and establish some consistency results. In particular, we sketch a proof of
the consistency ha < b for some MAD family A. This is part of an ongoing joint work
with Jorg Brendle, Michael Hrusdk, and Diego A. Mejia [1].
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